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Institute Hall convention Tuesday morning. The Tennessee proposi-
tion, as it was called, had been drawn up by New York, Tennessee, and
Kentucky with the sanction of Virginia, and drafted in final form by
Judge Church of New York. Their formula consisted of two proposi-
tions. On slavery they proposed:
That all the citizens of the United States have an equal right to settle with
their property in the Territories of the United States, and that, under the
decisions of the Supreme Court which we recognize as a correct exposition
of the Constitution of the United States, neither their rights of person nor
property can be destroyed or impaired by Congressional or Territorial legis-
lation.
Secondly, on the balloting they proposed that the nominee must receive
two-thirds of the total vote of 303, or 202, not two-thirds of the remain-
ing 253, or 169, as the western chieftains had planned. This was really
the work of the New York delegates, who wanted to arrange for unity
on a compromise candidate and a compromise platform and were
therefore anxious to prevent the nomination of Douglas by an incom-
plete convention. After a long technical debate the question was divided,
and the ballot proposition passed, 141-112, with the help of New York
which left the Douglas majority on this issue. The Douglas managers
were bitterly disappointed.
No action was taken on the first part of the Tennessee resolution;
the Cincinnati platform stood still uninterpreted when the balloting
for the presidential nominee commenced. On the first trial, Douglas
had 145%, Hunter 42, Guthrie 35%, with 30 scattering. Douglas failed
to get 3 from Maine or any from New Jersey. Hunter's main support
came from Virginia, North Carolina, Maryland, and Massachusetts.
Guthrie had Kentucky, New Jersey, half of Missouri, 9 from Penn-
sylvania, and 3 from Maine. Tennessee voted for her favorite son, An-
drew Johnson. During that day and the next, fifty-seven ballots were
taken. Douglas gradually climbed, and from the thirty-second through
the thirty-fifth tally he had 152, or a bare majority of the full convention.
He had secured 2 from New Jersey, 2 from Maryland, ll/2 from Massa-
chusetts, l/2 from Pennsylvania, and 1 from Tennessee. This was slightly
ofiset by the loss of 1 from Minnesota, but 1 from Virginia came over
to make the majority* Hunter in the meantime had lost practically all